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out bribing himself by a larger share of consumable wealth
than falls to the common lot. A man who lives in luxury
consumes what, even from a purely utilitarian point of
view, could have produced more happiness, if it had
been left to be consumed by others. No body can eat his
cake and also have it. It is an absurd fallacy to suppose
that a man by living luxuriously provides work and therefore
bread for the many. A man, properly speaking, benefits
others by rendering service to them, and not by requiring
them to render service to him. Luxury appears to receive
some support from the Spencerian formula of (< passage
from indefinite homogeneity to definite heterogeneity,"
but really it finds no basis in the general law of evolution.
Rather it has its origin in a conception of life which is
opposed to the teachings of science. As Elie Metchnikoff
says in his JE^des sur la nature humaine, " when the meaning
and aim of life has become more precise, it will be found
that true welfare does no't consist in luxury, which is opposed
to the normal cycle of human life."

Wealth is often supposed to procure ease of body and
peace of mind, and give time for ideal ends and exercise for
ideal energies. But it actually does so in very rare cases.
As Adam Smith has rightly remarked in his Theory of
Morals^ " wealth and greatness are mere trinkets of frivolous
utility no more adapted for procuring ease of body or
tranquillity of mind than the tweezer-cases of the lover of
toys ; and, like them too, more troublesome to the person
who carries them about with him than all the advantages
they can afford him are commodious.........In ease of body

and peace of mind all the different ranks of life are nearly upon
a level, and the beggar who suns himself by the side of the
highway, possesses the security which kings are fighting for."
Very few desire wealth for great purposes. Most covet large
incomes for fine garments, handsome apartments, the theatre,
public houses, horses and coaches, all for making a show of
their money and never for increasing the sum of social
benefits. The desire of gaining wealth and the fear of
losing it generally breed cowardice and propagate corruption.
In many circumstances the man in nursuit of wealth is a